
After moving from Boston at the end of February to Northern Virginia I initially settled in
Centreville, about 25 miles west of Washington, DC. During the four months I was there I
managed to get a full time job, a car, and lots of friends.  At the beginning of July I moved
to my current apartment in Falls Church.  It is closer to DC, just down the street from the
office where I work, closer to church, and closer to most of the friends I have made.  My
new roommate is Jonathan Meyers and we get along quite well.

I am working for MicroStrategy, which is headquartered in Vienna, VA.  In the volatile
markets of the past year, MicroStrategy has been both on top of the world and scraping the
bottom. Fortunately, our technology is, and always has been, top notch.  We have a bright
future and great products despite the superficial impressions of the trading public. I expect

to keep working for them for a while.

My job title is Beta Consultant which is analogous to a
traveling Quality Engineer. I travel to our software
client’s sites and test out development software in the
customer (which are businesses) environments using
their data. Most of the software we create centers around
business intelligence and we aim to empower decision
makers by making analytical reporting simple and
effective. I have learned a lot about databases and
systems technologies. I am a far distance from Physics,
Math or Mechanical Engineering, but I enjoy what I do
and have lots of career paths open.

Even though my job description implies a lot of travel, it
hasn’ t turned out that way.  Maybe just lucky, depending
on perspective, but most of my site visits have been
cancelled due to one issue or another.  The result is that I
have spent a lot of time at the office testing software on
my own computer.  The trips I have made included
destinations of  Long Island, NY, Raleigh, NC, and
Boise, ID.

I have recently been asked to move into a new position
which I’ve hesitated to accept because I have enjoyed
what I have been doing, but it is sort of a promotion.  I’ ll
be in the office more, but still travel occasionally. I am
going to be working with our Advanced Product Support,
specifically the Engine team.  Our engine is responsible

(Continued on page 2)
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My Dear Children,

I am very anxious that you
should know something of
the History of Jesus Christ.
For everybody ought to
know Him. No one ever
lived who was so good, so
kind, so gentle, and so sorry
for all people who did
wrong, or were in any way
ill or miserable, as He was.
And as He is now in
Heaven, where we hope to
go, and all meet each other
after we are dead, and there
be happy always together,
you never can think what a
good place Heaven is, with-
out knowing who He was
and what He did.

This is the introductory
paragraph to Dickens’  The
Life of Our Lord.  It is the
story of the Savior as told
by Dickens to his children.London: On the grounds of Wind-

sor Castle, the home of the royal
family
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for creating the SQL that is sent to the various databases to
generate reports. I’ ll have to brush up on my database
knowledge and SQL skills.  I think my math and analytical
background is one of the reasons I was asked to fill into this
spot.  In addition to assisting technical support with difficult
issues, I will be part of the initial training with new products.
I will do presentations and training classes to transfer
knowledge to other technical support engineers and as an
intermediary between our technology groups that write the
programs and the software testers and support engineers that
use and trouble shoot the issues. In some ways it is similar to
the Beta testing, but more product specific.  I will also
continue to work with the same set of products even though
the beta consultants will be moving onto new software
products. Since I didn’ t know if I would totally love it, I

talked my boss into a 6 month
rotation, rather then calling it a
permanent move.  It will give me a
chance to try it out and not be
completely tied to it if I hate it.  I
like having the flexibility.

So overall, how do I like the
working world?  I love it!  I get to
play with computers, which is what
I often do on my own time anyway.
There are times when I really miss
school, strange to say, but I miss
assignments and the motivation to
accomplish diverse things afforded
by a broad general education. I have
even considered going to Law
School, but that is just a thought at
the moment.  I’ ll let you know how
life unfolds.

(Continued from page 1)

This year for Thanksgiving I decided to finally take a
real trip.  I took a couple extra days off near Thanksgiving and
headed to London.  A couple of friends went along and we
stayed with a friend of a friend in Oxford, about 1 hour west of
London.

We arrived drowsy on Wednesday morning and stowed
our gear in the train station and became tourists.  We purchased
passes for the Big Red Bus Company, a double decker bus that
drives around the city allowing passengers to get off and on at
scattered stops along the way.  The details of
Wednesday are still kind of a blur.  I do re-
member that it was overcast and I wasn’ t
dressed warm enough.

Thursday we returned rested and
warmer to London.  We saw the tower of
London with the Crown Jewels, the Tower
Bridge and The Westminster Clock Tower,
which holds the famous Big Ben. Friday we
went to Windsor and saw the castle that is
the home of the royal family.  Several years
ago much of it was damaged in a fire and it
is a source of national pride to have been
repaired and once again open for visitors.
No offense to the Brits, but I can understand
why early colonists were annoyed at sending
their tax dollars across the ocean.  The
rooms and furnishings were beautiful, with
more gold, silver and scarlet than I have
even seen in my life.

Saturday we split up and a couple of us went to
Stratford-upon Avon.  Due to train delays and timing problems,
what was supposed to be a short day trip ended up lasting
overnight.

Tuesday it was back to work. I did enjoy the ease with
which I crawled out of bed at 6 am when I returned.  The 5
hour time difference does wonders. An unorthodox, but enjoy-
able, Thanksgiving weekend without question.
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