
A New House 

Special points of interest: 

• Bought a townhouse in Reston, 

VA 

• Visited Hawaii 

• Still working as a computer 

network security analyst 

• Serving as FHE Group Leader 

and as ward coordinator 

for  cleaning the church 

building 
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In April 2003 I bought a new town-

house in Reston, VA. Jonathan and I 

had six weeks for remodeling before we 

had to be out of our apartment. We 

moved June 1, but the remodeling lasted 

until Thanksgiving. Jonathan’s encour-

agement started the big project, and 

once started, it had to be finished. Six-

teen hour days got really old, but the 

end result is a great home. 

We completely gutted and remodeled 

both the kitchen and master bath 

rooms. The kitchen was enclosed and 

felt too tight, so we knocked out a wall 

to the dining room creating a country 

kitchen and then rearranged the appli-

ances and cabinets. We finished it off 

with a new tile floor. 

The master bath was actually a shared 

bath for the whole upstairs, and the 

master bedroom had a stand alone van-

ity in the hall way. We pulled out the 

vanity and expanded the bathroom, add-

ing an extra door straight into the bed-

room for greater convenience. A Jacuzzi 

tub and tile finished the room. 

The new carpet looks great, but was 

supposed to be installed after the paint-

ers were finished, but painting took too 

long. As long as the walls were torn up I 

installed network wiring to the rooms, 

but I still haven’t had time to finish the 

patch panel in the basement. What fun 

would a house be if it was finished? 

Jonathan got married in September, so  

I am a bachelor until I can get the base-

ment finished and find a roommate. 

Before and after pictures of the Kitchen 
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Kowallis Review The Easter Season 
I feel, and the Spirit seems to accord, that the most important doctrine I can declare, 

and the most powerful testimony I can bear, is of the atoning sacrifice of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. His atonement is the most transcendent event that ever has or ever will 

occur from Creation’s dawn through all the ages of a never-ending eternity. 

And now, as pertaining to this perfect atonement, wrought by the shedding of the 

blood of God—I testify that it took place in Gethsemane and at Golgotha, and as 

pertaining to Jesus Christ, I testify that he is the Son of the Living God and was 

crucified for the sins of the world. He is our Lord, our God, and our King. This I 

know of myself independent of any other person. 

I am one of his witnesses, and in a coming day I shall feel the nail marks in his 

hands and in his feet and shall wet his feet with my tears. 

But I shall not know any better then than I know now that he is God’s Almighty 

Son, that he is our Savior and Redeemer, and that salvation comes in and through 

his atoning blood and in no other way. 

God grant that all of us may walk in the light as God our Father is in the light so 

that, according to the promises, the blood of Jesus Christ his Son will cleanse us from 

all sin. 

—The Apostle Bruce R. McConkie’s Final Sermon, April 1985  

“The Purifying Power of Gethsemane,” Ensign, May 1985, p9 

Hawaiian Vacation 

I planed to go to Hawaii in February 

of 2003, but it got put off, and I fi-

nally went in November. I’m look-

ing forward to the next trip! My 

cousin Bill Oldroyd and his family 

live there while he works at BYU 

Hawaii and they were gracious 

enough to let me stay with them. 

While there I took surfing lessons 

on the North Shore, visited the 

Polynesian Cultural Center, stopped 

at the Dole Plantation to see and 

taste pineapple, and in general enjoy the scenery and weather. Com-

plete details are available on my website. 

On the North Shore with surfing 

instructor Sunset Suzy 


