
A Finished Basement
My basement has been in disarray
since I bought my house in April
2003. First it was a storage area for
my roommate Jonathan's stuff. Once
he got married and moved his things
I saw evidence of water damage
from the rains of summer 2003. I
fixed the drainage problem in the
back yard so there wasn't any more
water coming in, but I still needed to
rip down the walls and make repairs.
After tearing all of the drywall and
insulation down I inspected the
foundation and had a company come
and fill the cracks. Then I cleaned up
some mold left over from the
moisture before putting the walls
back together. 

Technically it isn't all together. I
haven't gotten around to putting the
electrical panel up, but other than
that it is done. Once I arranged to
have Toby move in, he helped with
the basement to get it done and he
also provided a deadline, since he
needed to move in September 1,
2004. 

The house still has a few things on
the to do list. When remodeling I
installed computer network wire in

the walls. I still haven't finished all
of the electrical finish work, but I
did get it done enough so that Toby
can use his computer in the
basement and I can use mine
upstairs. I guess there will always be
a little more to do.

A New Roommate
Toby O'Hara was a friend of a friend
when I heard he needed a place to
live. His previous roommate was
getting married, so Toby needed a
new place to live and I volunteered. 

We get along well, although we
hardly ever see each other. He is
getting married in March 2005 and
will be looking for his own place
after that. If it hadn't been for the
motivation he provided the
basement would probably still be a
work in progress.

Lots of Trips to UT
Several
circumstances
have conspired
to let me visit
my family a lot
this year. For
one, I have been
working with
some
researchers at
Idaho National
Labs in Idaho
Falls this year.
On the

occasions when I have taken
business trips out to the lab I have
been able to take detours south to
visit. My parents live about 4 hours
south of Idaho Falls and most of the

flights there go through Salt Lake.

In May my maternal grandmother
passed away a few weeks before her
94th birthday. She lived a wonderful
life and was tired of being old and
ready to move on. The funeral was
wonderful and it was great to have

my mother's family all gathered
together. My parents had been living
with Grandma, so there lives have
changed drastically. They now have
a new home in Orem, not far from
where Grandma lived and they are
still close to my sister Kendra and
her family (husband + 3 kids). 

I also made trips for July 4th and
Thanksgiving and Christmas. It is so
good to see them and they spoil me
rotten when I go. I have to remind
myself not to eat everything my
mom tries to feed me or I would
look like a horse. My parents were
even able to come out to Virginia for
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a visit once. 

Skydiving
Erin, one of my friends, talked me
into going skydiving with her. It's
not that I needed a lot of arm
twisting, it is something I have
always wanted to try, and if it wasn't
so expensive it would be a fun
hobby. It took all day, but was so
fun. I took a tandem jump, where I
am strapped to an instructor. It is a
good thing too. I, like about 30% of
people on their first jump, forgot to
check my altimeter and didn't pull
the ripcord. My instructor did
though. I'll have to go again
sometime and redeem the
embarrassment of forgetting
something so important.

Holiday Message
I hope your holiday season has been
merry and joyful. I love the spirit of
the season and the decency it brings
out of people. The most important
thing to me is the reason for the
season, to celebrate the birth of the
Lord Jesus Christ. From the Gospel
of Mathew, chapter 2 come the
memorable lines:

4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea,
unto the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house
and lineage of David:)

5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife,
being great with child.

6 And so it was, that, while they were there,
the days were accomplished that she should
be delivered.

7 And she brought forth her firstborn son,
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and
laid him in a manger; because there was no
room for them in the inn.

8 And there were in the same country
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night.

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them: and they were sore afraid.

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not:
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people.

11 For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord.

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising
God, and saying,

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.

May each of you have an
opportunity to reflect on all of the
blessings that come to our lives
because of the Savior as we begin
the new year. I hope that gratitude
and faith can last all year.

Transition to Linux
Chances are, only fellow geeks will
appreciate this section, so I put it at
the end. You may notice that my
newsletter is in a new format, there
is a reason, and it wasn't by choice.
After having several problems with
my home computer over the past
year, including a failed hard disk
and a failed CD-ROM, I was about
to reinstall my operating system and
restore my files from backups. (I am
a true believer in backups.) Since I
was in a hurry I decided I didn't
want to spend the 8 hours or so it


